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RISKY RUSH TO REFORM
PART II: VET ANTIBIOTICS

It has become fashionable in this generation
to rage against the snail’s pace that typifies
Washington, D.C., land of the Department of
Redundancy Department and triplification.
But the fact is the Founding Fathers purposely
designed in that frustration, with the under-
standing that government usually governs best
that governs least. Three arms of government
wedging against one another, duplicate legis-
lative bodies answerable to one another, the
kind of periodic accountability to voters many
members of Congress are suddenly, painfully
feeling this summer— they each purposefully
act as a constant Jake Brake to retard the
mammoth, often oblivious, wheels of over-
eager federal activity.

The Founders’ grasp of history taught them
that legislating human nature was like sweep-
ing up water— seemingly innocent tinkering
with one area invariably floods a neighboring
area with unintended consequences. Current
examples:

CLUNKER CONSEQUENCE. It seemed a bril-
liant stroke to kill two birds with one $3-billion
stone— infuse stimulatory money into the
economy while encouraging drivers to trade up
to more fuel-efficient cars. But critics of the
government’s Cash for Clunkers program say

it has inadvertently driven up both the sticker
price of the used clunker models still on the
road as well as the cost of repair parts, pressuring
the budgets of their typically low-income drivers
at the worst possible moment.

HEALTH REFORM BACKLASH. Even as mem-
bers of Congress promised to devote summer
vacation to reading up on the legislation they
were set to vote upon, they were encountering
constituents concerned over potential unin-
tended effects of the massive overhaul of the U.S.
medical industry. Critics warned, in its haste

to cover everyone and reduce costs, it risks actu-
ally cutting the number of doctors, nurses and

facilities, stifling the medical research that has
created advances in average lifespan and quality
of medical care, and actually making medicine
less responsive to individual needs, not more.

BEEN THERE, SUFFERED THAT. Now Con-
gress is similarly being rushed toward legislation
to end the farmer’s ability to use important
antibiotics. Denmark tried the costly experi-
ment and now serves as the poster child for
unintended consequences. Political action there
halted farmers’ ability to medicate at low levels.
As a result, they reported more animal disease
and suffering, more deaths and productivity
losses, and increased use of important antibi-
otics to fight disease outbreaks, all with no
improvement in human health.

Also in

this issue

QO Leaping to
legislate away
the farmer’s
ability to use
safe, effective
antibiotics runs
the risk of
creating a
backlash if it's
done by relying
on mythology
rather than fact.
Here are some
of the facts
behind the
conventional
wisdom.

O What some
House members
say about the
need for
rational policy
regarding farm
antibiotics.

For the record...
Proposed
legislation before
Congress to end
the use of safe,
effective animal
antibiotics risks
causing
unintended
consequences that
impact animal
well-being and
human health.
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